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Quinn Emanuel Celebrates 10 Years in Mainland China
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Firm Publishes Analysis of Five Shifts Reshaping Cross-Border Litigation
for Chinese Companies
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HONG KONG / SHANGHAI / BEIJING — Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP celebrates
ten years of practice in mainland China with the release of Five Shifts Reshaping Cross-Border
Litigation for Chinese Companies, a publication drawing on a decade of the firm’s litigation and
arbitration work from its Hong Kong, Shanghai and Beijing offices.
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As Chinese companies have expanded their operations, investment and intellectual property
portfolios abroad, cross-border disputes have become more frequent and more complex. Closing
with a practical checklist for general counsel, the publication identifies five shifts that Chinese
companies and their advisers should build into their international dispute planning:
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e Securities litigation increasingly reflects geopolitical risk, as disclosure obligations for
China-linked issuers collide with U.S. government actions and designations.
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e Sanctions disputes are moving into the courtroom in both the U.S. and China,
including under China’s Anti-Foreign Sanctions Law.
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o Chinese companies are increasingly becoming hunters in IP disputes, asserting their
own IP rights and adopting more sophisticated defense strategies, even as their growing
global footprint brings greater exposure to trade-secret claims.
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e Cross-border procedure can decide outcomes. Service, jurisdiction and discovery,

including a rapidly changing Section 1782 landscape, can determine a case before the
merits are reached.
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e Chinese companies are turning to arbitration for a growing share of cross-border
disputes, a trend reinforced by China’s revised Arbitration Law, effective March 2026.
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The analysis draws on the firm’s track record for Chinese clients, including a jury award of more
than $300 million for a Chinese life sciences company, the largest such award for a Chinese
company. The firm also defeated a $130 million contempt motion on behalf of Chinese state-
owned banks and has won early dismissal in a number of U.S. securities class actions for
Chinese issuers. In a U.S. criminal trade-secret case, it secured dismissal of all charges with
prejudice for a major Chinese state-owned company.
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“Our success in China has really been quite incredible,” said Michael Carlinsky, Quinn
Emanuel's Global Co-Managing Partner and Global Head of Complex Litigation. “Chinese
companies repeatedly place their trust in us. We take that trust very seriously, and we look
forward to growing our practice and continuing the great work we’ve been doing in China.”
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The firm’s China presence began with the Hong Kong office, opened by partner John Rhie in
2013. In 2016, partner Sam Williamson founded the firm’s mainland China practice in Shanghai,
later recruiting Xiao Liu, who opened our Beijing office in 2022. Dr. Haiyan Tang joined in
2021 and now leads the Shanghai office. Yixuan Zhu, a founding member of the mainland China
practice, became the first home-grown partner in Beijing in 2023.
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“One of the keys to our success has been having real litigators who practiced in the U.S. but also
understand the unique culture of the mainland,” said John Rhie, Managing Partner of Asia at
Quinn Emanuel. “We’re here on the ground. We’ve been in Hong Kong for thirteen years and in
the mainland for ten. When you need us, we’ll come to you, we’ll look after you and we’ll fight
for you.”
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Visit quinnemanuel.com/china-10-year-anniversary to view a short video in which Quinn
Emanuel partners reflect on the practice’s first decade and download the publication in English
or Mandarin Chinese.
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About Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP
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Quinn Emanuel is the world's largest disputes-only law firm, with more than 1,100 lawyers
across 33 offices worldwide. Disputes are not one part of our business — they are our business,
and our singular focus gives us unmatched reach and depth to draw on insights from thousands
of matters across industries and jurisdictions.
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Our trial-ready approach has earned Quinn Emanuel a reputation opponents know well. General
counsel surveys have named us the “most feared” litigation firm — the firm opposing counsel
least wants to face — five times in a row. We have earned top-tier rankings across intellectual
property, bankruptcy, antitrust, international arbitration, white collar investigations and complex

commercial disputes from The American Lawyer, Chambers & Partners, Legal 500, Law360,
Legal Business, Global Arbitration Review and JUVE.
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But the recognition that matters most comes from the cases we've won, the precedents we've set,
and the clients who return to us when the stakes are highest.
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